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Report of the General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 31 October 
2018 
 
Present:  Councillors Tim Mitchell (Chairman), David Boothroyd, Robert Rigby and 
Paul Swaddle 
 
 
1. Review of the Constitution 
 
(a) We have considered a report which sets out the outcome of a review of the 

Constitution which has resulted in a format which is much easier to navigate.  
The Constitution is effectively the depository for all of the Council’s 
governance documentation.  We have endorsed the new format and subject 
to the full Council’s concurrence authorised the Director of Law to publish this 
once the final editing updates have been made. 

 
(b) The report also set out minor changes to the following which we are 

recommending the full Council to adopt: 
 

(i) times allocated for debates at full Council; 
 

(ii) revision to the process for asking Questions at full Council meetings; 
 
(iii) adjustments to the call-in timescales to provide for flexibility in certain 

circumstances; 
 
(iv) removal of the attendance requirement for Co-opted Members; 
 

(c) The report we considered is attached as Appendix 6.  We noted that no 
changes to the Standing Order relating to the length of speeches at Council 
meetings was proposed. 

 
 We recommend:   
 

(i) That the Director of Law be authorised to publish the revised 
Constitution; 

 
(ii) That the changes set out in the report, attached as Appendix 6 be 

approved. 
 

 
        Tim Mitchell, Chairman 
 

____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 Local Government Act – Background Information 
 
 Reports/Minutes of the General Purposes Committee: 31 October 2018  
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Report of the Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Licensing  
(Councillor Ian Adams) 
 
 
1. Adoption of the amended Statement of Principles for Gambling under 
 the Gambling Act 2005 
 
(a) The Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Licensing has considered the 

attached report which is Appendix 7 to this report.  The Council is required to 
adopt a Statement of Licensing Principles every three years.  The Council is 
being recommended to re-adopt the existing Statement of Principles for 
Gambling with some minor amendments and additions associated with 
changes in the Gambling Codes of Practice and Guidance. 

 
(b) Following public consultation and reviewing the responses the final version of 

the revised Statement of Licensing Principles is attached to the report 
(Appendix 7).  In order to fulfil the Council’s statutory duties the Council is 
recommended to adopt the Statement of Licensing Principles with effect from 
31 January 2019 allowing the adopted Statement to be published on 1 
December 2018. 

 
 The Council is recommended: 
 
 To adopt the Statement of Licensing Principles for Gambling attached to the 

report (Appendix 7) to be published on 1 December 2018, effective from  
 31 January 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
   Ian Adams, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Licensing 
 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 Local Government Act 1972 – Background Papers 
 
 Report considered by the Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Licensing 
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CITY OF WESTMINSTER 
 

COUNCIL MEETING – 7 NOVEMBER 2018 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
FUTURE POLICY PLAN/NOTICE OF MOTION 

PREFERRED ORDER OF ITEMS FOR DEBATE (STANDING ORDER 11) 
 
 

MAJORITY PARTY 
 
 

No Agenda Items 11 & 12 Future Policy Plan/No Issue/Cabinet Member Portfolio 
       
1. Cabinet     Budget Proposals 2019-2020 
 
2. West End Partnership   115  Leader 
 (Oxford Street) 
 
 A Briefing Note is attached 
 
 
 

MAJORITY PARTY/MINORITY PARTY 
 

 
 Agenda Item 13  Subject  Cabinet Member Portfolio  
 
3. Notice of Motion  Short Term Lets Public Protection and Licensing 
    
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Love 
Chief Executive 
2 November 2018 
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Council Meeting: 7th November 2018 
 
Briefing Note 
 
Subject: Oxford Street debate – Context Paper 
 
West End Partnership 
 
Formed in 2013, the West End Partnership (WEP) brings together senior public service 
and private sector leaders, institutions, academic experts and 
resident representatives. It was created to be the mechanism to enable the West End 
to `speak with one voice’ where possible in order to ensure the long term success of 
this vital area of Westminster and the capital. The West End generates more taxes for 
the Exchequer than any other part of the UK and it is one of the largest job markets in 
the UK.  
 
The WEP had been focused on monitoring the improvements to the West End, for 
example the Bond Street project as well as West End jobs and how they could be 
supported and expanded. The WEP were heavily involved in the development of the 
former Oxford Street project and the TIF (Tax Increment Finance) bid to Government 
seeking funds for Oxford Street and Strand Aldwych, which was not successful. In June 
2018 the Council took the full scale pedestrianisation of Oxford Street off the table as 
an option and the Cabinet approved the development of a fresh Place Strategy and 
Delivery Plan for the Oxford Street District.  
 
Oxford Street District- context 
 
Oxford Street welcomes 100m visitors per year and is recognised worldwide as a 
leading retail destination. It is estimated to generate £13 billion for the national 
economy by 2021. It also lies at the heart of a district with some of London’s most 
characterful neighbourhoods that are home to thousands of residents.  
 
In order to maintain the global reputation and status of Oxford Street; and to ensure the 
long-term success of the District, the council must confront the challenges that it faces. 
These include the changing nature of retail; the introduction of the Elizabeth Line, 
estimated to bring a further 1.5 million people to the district every year from autumn 
2019; poor air quality; congestion; crowding and safety and; specifically how these 
issues affect residents across the District. Addressing all of these issues is of 
paramount importance.  
 
The Council’s overall ambition is: to strengthen the world-renowned status of the entire 
Oxford Street District; to ensure it will be a great place to live, work and visit and; to 
secure its long-term future. Working with residents, key stakeholders and partners the 
Council is committed to delivering over 90 projects.  
 
Place Strategy development 
 
It was understood that Oxford Street and the surrounding district required a 
comprehensive review to act as a base for all future measures and improvements. 
Since July 2018, the Council has worked on the development of a new draft Place 
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Strategy and Delivery Plan for the entire district. Since the summer, the Council 
undertook a review of the responses from the previous consultations. A series of 
engagement meetings with over 50 stakeholder groups; including local residents, ward 
Councillors, businesses, landowners and other interested parties were also arranged 
during this period. The knowledge and understanding gained through these exercises 
and, the analysis of the wealth of existing technical information have helped to inform the 
development of the draft Place Strategy and Delivery Plan. 
 
The strategic aim is to improve the District end to end, from Marble Arch to Tottenham Court 
Road, with proposals developed around nine zones that reflect the different neighbourhoods 
and character of each area. 
 
The strategy proposes twelve area wide principles which, taken collectively, will work together 
to create a great district. They are as follows:  
 

 Make the district inclusive, accessible and liveable 
 

 Support economic growth across the district 
 

 Design for flexibility 
 

 Build from existing and connect the whole district  

 5  

 Prioritise pedestrians and value every space 
 

 Make the district better for cycling 
 

 Create beautifully designed streets, gateways and a diversity of public spaces across the 
district  

 8 

 Enrich the cultural life and identity of the district 
 

 Take every opportunity to add additional trees and planting, creating new green spaces and 
revitalising the garden squares  

 1 

 Take immediate steps to address management  
 

 Improve safety 
 

 Improve air quality and manage freight and servicing movements 
 
There are also three principles specific to Oxford Street: 

 Diversify land use and extend the life of Oxford Street 
 

 Make Oxford Street spectacular 
 

 Embrace Oxford Street’s role as an important transport corridor for the West End 
 
The full draft strategy is 140 pages, but the key features that the draft strategy are proposed as 
follows:  
 

 Traffic will remain on Oxford Street as it is a key transport corridor.  
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 Managing traffic along the length of the street with be undertaken in a flexible way e.g. 
different parts of the street will have restrictions at different times of day.  

 The priority will be for pedestrian space with the aim to widen all footways and narrow 
the carriageway by removing bus laybys.  

 Opportunities for improving existing public spaces will be developed, including 
greening the District as much as possible. 
 
Public consultation 
 
The draft Strategy promotes a set of 15 overarching place based principles with over 
90 suggested projects to help deliver the ambition for District. The Cabinet has 
approved that the draft Place Strategy can be presented to its residents, stakeholders 
and partners for their view as part of a formal public consultation process. 
 
The consultation will run from Tuesday 6th November to Sunday 16th December 2018 
(6 weeks) and will allow for multiple ways to engage and respond to the Council’s 
proposals, including a dedicated website www.osd.london, face to face exhibitions and 
presentations to resident groups and key stakeholders. All responses will help to inform 
the final Place Strategy and Delivery Plan that will be subject to Cabinet decision in 
early 2019, with implementation to follow thereafter. 
 
Phase 1 work 
 
Currently, the Council is working on Phase 1 of the Oxford Street District programme. 
The Phase 1 works will address a number of underlying footway and highway 
maintenance issues in readiness for the opening of the Elizabeth Line, now due to 
open in autumn 2019. The two elements of Phase 1 of the Oxford Street District 
programme are: 
1. Oxford Street maintenance works covering: carriageway; drainage; street lighting; 
signage and; footway condition.  
2. Improvements to address the increased number of pedestrians using the street as a 
result of the opening of the Elizabeth Line stations at Tottenham Court Road and Bond 
Street.  
 
Funding 
 
The new Capital Strategy – subject to approval by Full Council on 7th November - 
includes a budget of £150m for Oxford Street District. That Cabinet has also approved 
expenditure of up to £2.5m for the development of the strategy and the project. 
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